118   THE                    OF  ENGLAND

to his mind, existed merely for these purposes ;
he was indifferent to the Church as such, and
to history. He might easily have secured
continuity with the past, for bishops were
among his supporters, but he did not think it
worth while. But he was resolute for the
thorough execution of his plan. The prince,
he taught, who had the Divine authority to
establish a church had also the right to use
the sword to enforce obedience. No one
might preach without official licence, and no
one abstain from attendance at the lawful
worship.

Such was the system established through-
out Northern Germany, and advocated in
books which found their way to England,
and were eagerly read in the English Uni-
versities. It was the doctrinal opposition to
Rome that attracted men there ; but states-
men could not be blind to the fact that a
system of church government based on the
right of the Sovereign was working success-
fully a few hours from our shores. Heiy;y was
in doctrine a convinced medievalist; but a
strife which was discreditable to all engaged
in it save the unfortunate Queen Katherine
drew him into a position which could not be
reconciled with any recognition of the Pope's
authority. If the King was to have his way,